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57 ABSTRACT

A short-range wireless communication device, utilized with a
communication partner terminal that executes a cooperative
application while switching between foreground and back-
ground operations when a predetermined protocol is estab-
lished between the communication partner terminal and the
short-range wireless communication device, and disconnects
a protocol by changing the cooperative application from the
foreground operation to the background operation, includes:
a control device that determines whether a condition of
returning the cooperative application from the background
operation to the foreground operation is satisfied, determines
whether the cooperative application returns to the foreground
operation according to an operating status of an application in
the communication partner terminal when the condition is
satisfied, and transmits a request for establishment of the
protocol to the communication partner terminal when the
cooperative application returns to the foreground operation.
When the cooperative application does not return to the fore-
ground operation, the control device repeatedly acquires the
operating status.

11 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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SHORT-RANGE WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Phase Application
under 35 U.S.C. 371 of International Application No. PCT/
JP2013/002603 filed on Apr. 17, 2013 and published in Japa-
nese as WO 2013/179555 A1 on Dec. 5, 2013. This applica-
tion is based on and claims the benefit of priority from
Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-121924 filed on May
29, 2012. The entire disclosures of all of the above applica-
tions are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a short-range wireless
communication device used together with a communication
partner terminal that can execute a cooperative application
providing a service in cooperation with the short range wire-
less communication device while switching between a fore-
ground operation and a background operation in a state where
a given protocol is established between the communication
partner terminal and the short-range wireless communication
device.

BACKGROUND ART

Up to now, for example, a vehicle communication system is
provided in which a mobile communication terminal called
“smart phone” portable by a user, and a short-range wireless
communication device mounted in a vehicle establish a given
protocol therebetween to provide a service in cooperation
with each other. For example, the vehicle communication
system provides a service in which the mobile communica-
tion terminal transfers voice data of an Internet radio received
from a server to the short-range wireless communication
device, and the short-range wireless communication device
outputs the voice data transferred from the mobile communi-
cation terminal. Also, for example, Patent Literature 1 dis-
closes a configuration in which those applications can be
executed while switching between a foreground operation
and a background operation in the mobile communication
terminal.

Incidentally, when the mobile communication terminal of
this type is used to provide a service in cooperation with the
short-range wireless communication device, if the coopera-
tive application running in the foreground operation changes
to the background operation, even if the cooperative applica-
tion is not finished, the provision of the service may be inter-
rupted. Thereafter, in the mobile communication terminal, if
a condition in which the cooperative application changed to
the background operation returns to the foreground operation
is fulfilled, the cooperative application changed to the back-
ground operation returns to the foreground operation. How-
ever, the provision of the service may not resume in spite of a
fact that the cooperative application changed to the back-
ground operation returns to the foreground operation.

PRIOR ART LITERATURES
Patent Literature
Patent Literature 1: JP-A-2011-147019
SUMMARY OF INVENTION

It is an object of the present disclosure to provide a short-
range wireless communication device that can appropriately
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2

resume the provision of a service when a cooperative appli-
cation returns to a foreground operation after the cooperative
application running in the foreground operation in a commu-
nication partner terminal changes to a background operation
to interrupt the provision of the service.

According to a first aspect of the present disclosure, a
short-range wireless communication device is utilized
together with a communication partner terminal that executes
a cooperative application for providing a service in coopera-
tion with the short-range wireless communication device
while switching between a foreground operation and a back-
ground operation in a state where a predetermined protocol is
established between the communication partner terminal and
the short-range wireless communication device, and discon-
nects a predetermined established protocol by changing the
cooperative application running in the foreground operation
to the background operation. The short-range wireless com-
munication device includes a control device that determines
whether a condition having a possibility of returning the
cooperative application changed to the background operation
to the foreground operation in the communication partner
terminal is satisfied, determines whether the cooperative
application returns to the foreground operation according to
an operating status of an application in the communication
partner terminal when the control device determines that the
condition is satisfied, the operating status being acquired
from the communication partner terminal, and transmits a
request for establishment of the predetermined protocol to the
communication partner terminal through an establishment
request transmission device when the control device deter-
mines that the cooperative application returns to the fore-
ground operation. When the control device determines that
the cooperative application does not return to the foreground
operation, the control device repeatedly acquires the operat-
ing status from the communication partner terminal.

Inthe short-range communication apparatus, there is a case
in which the condition that the cooperative application
changed to the background operation is liable to return to the
foreground operation in the communication partner terminal
is satisfied, but the cooperative application does not really
return to the foreground operation in the communication part-
ner terminal. To cope with the above situation, when it is
determined that the cooperative application does not return to
the foreground operation, the operating status of the applica-
tion is repetitively acquired in the communication partner
terminal. As a result, a change for determining whether the
cooperative application returns to the foreground operation,
or not, can increase. With an increase in a chance for deter-
mination as described above, when the cooperative applica-
tion really returns to the foreground operation, it can be deter-
mined that the cooperative application returns to the
foreground operation. In addition, a request for establishment
of the given protocol is transmitted to the communication
partner terminal to again establish the given disconnected
protocol, as a result of which the provision of the service by
the cooperative application can appropriately resume.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present disclosure will become more apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description made with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 11s a functional block diagram illustrating an embodi-
ment of this disclosure;

FIG. 2 is one sequence diagram;

FIG. 3 is another sequence diagram; and

FIG. 4 is another sequence diagram.
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EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT
INVENTION

Hereinafter, a description will be given of a short-range
wireless communication device that enables a Bluetooth (reg-
istered trademark, hereinafter referred to merely as “BT”)
communication with a mobile communication terminal por-
table by auser, and is applied to a vehicle equipment mounted
in a vehicle according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion with reference to the drawings. As illustrated in FIG. 1, a
vehicle communication system 1 includes a mobile commu-
nication terminal 2 (corresponding to a communication part-
ner terminal) portable by a user, and a vehicle equipment 3
mounted in a vehicle. In this embodiment, it is assumed that
the mobile communication terminal 2 is a so-called smart
phone (smart phone) advanced in higher performance in
recent years. The mobile communication terminal 2 is con-
nected to a server 4 or an intermediate server 5 which are
managed by, for example, a content provider over a commu-
nication network (not shown) to acquire a content delivered
from the server 4 directly or through the intermediate server 5.
The communication network includes a facility that provides
a cellular phone communication service using a known public
network such as a cellular phone base station and a base
station control device.

The server 4 retains various content that realizes a POI
(point of interface) search service, a news distribution ser-
vice, an SNS (social networking service) service, a music
streaming distribution service, or an Internet radio distribu-
tion service. Upon receiving a distribution request from the
mobile communication terminal 2, the server 4 distributes the
content specified by the received distribution request to the
mobile communication terminal 2 over the communication
network. The intermediate server 5 has a function of convert-
ing a data format of the content distributed from the server 4
into a data format with which enables the vehicle equipment
3 can use the content. That is, the content requiring no con-
version of the data format such as the music streaming data is
distributed directly to the mobile communication terminal 2
from the server 4. On the other hand, the content requiring the
conversion of the data format such as the POI data or the news
data is distributed to the mobile communication terminal 2
from the server 4 through the intermediate server 5.

The mobile communication terminal 2 includes a control
unit 6, a telephone communication unit 7, a BT communica-
tionunit 8, a storage unit 9, adisplay unit 10, an operation unit
11, a voice input unit 12, and a voice output unit 13. The
control unit 6 includes a known microcomputer having a
CPU, a RAM, a ROM, and an I/O bus. The control unit 6
executes a computer program stored in the ROM or the like to
control the overall operation of the mobile communication
terminal 2 such as data communication processing or data
management processing.

The telephone communication unit 7 conducts a telephone
communication (including a voice communication or a data
communication) with the server 4 or the intermediate server 5
over the communication network. The BT communication
unit 8 can connect a BT communication line as a short-range
wireless communication line to a BT communication unit 15
of'the vehicle equipment 3 which will be described later, and
conducts a BT communication in a connection state of the BT
communication line. The BT communication unit 8 is con-
figured to enable simultaneous connection of plural profiles
(so-called multi-profile connection) defined by the commu-
nication standard of the BT. Those plural profiles mean pro-
tocols defined for each of functions. In this case, the profiles
include an HFP (hands-free profile) that defines hands-free
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4

calling, an A2DP (advanced audio distribution profile) that
defines the transfer of music data, an AVRCP (audio/video
remote control profile) that defines the transfer of control data
related to control of the music data, an SPP (serial port profile)
that defines the data communication of a virtual serial port,
and an SDP (service discovery profile) that searches which
application the mobile communication terminal 2 supports
(executed by a foreground operation (FG) 6a which will be
described later).

The storage unit 9 has a storage area that stores various
pieces of data therein. The storage unit 9 may be configured
by a storage medium detachable from the mobile communi-
cation terminal 3 such as a memory card.

The display unit 10 is configured by, for example, a liquid
crystal display or an organic EL display, and displays various
information on the basis of a display instruction signal input
from the control unit 6. The operation unit 11 includes a
so-called touch panel which is touch switches formed on a
display screen of the display unit 10, and various operation
keys including switches mechanically disposed around or in
the vicinity of the display unit 10. The operation unit 11
outputs an operation detection signal to the control unit 6 in
response to user’s operation of the operation keys. The con-
trol unit 6 analyzes the operation detection signal input from
the operation unit 11 to identify operation content of the user.
Also, the control unit 6 notifies the vehicle equipment 3 of the
identified operation content by the BT communication in a
state where the BT communication is enabled between the BT
communication unit 8 and the BT communication unit 15 of
the vehicle equipment 3 which will be described later.

When the mobile communication terminal 2 operates as a
stand-alone telephone, that is, when the mobile communica-
tion terminal 2 is in a stand-alone call state (that is, not in a
hands-free calling state which will be described later), the
voice input unit 12 receives a voice generated by the user as a
transmitted voice. The transmitted voice is transmitted from
the telephone communication unit 7 to a call partner over the
communication network. When the mobile communication
terminal 2 operates as a stand-alone telephone, that is, when
the mobile communication terminal 2 is in a stand-alone call
state, the voice output unit 13 outputs the voice received by
the telephone communication unit 7 from the call partner
through the communication network as a received voice.

The control unit 6 can execute various applications, and
can execute an application for transferring voice data of an
Internet radio received from the server 4 by the telephone
communication unit 7 to the vehicle equipment 3, and an
application for conducting an incoming call notification when
the telephone communication unit 7 receives the incoming
call (incoming telephone call, incoming data (including an
incoming electronic mail)) from the communication network.
Also, the applications executed by the control unit 6 include
a cooperative application for allowing the mobile communi-
cation terminal 2 and the vehicle equipment 3 to provide a
service in cooperation with each other, and a stand-alone
application for allowing the mobile communication terminal
2 to provide the same service alone without cooperating with
the vehicle equipment 3.

The control unit 6 has a foreground operation (FG) 6a and
a background operation (BG) 6b as execution areas for
executing those applications, and can execute the plural appli-
cations in the foreground operation 6a or the background
operation 65 at the same time (in parallel). The foreground
operation 6a is a so-called front surface in which information
processing is advanced in a user visible state. The background
operation 65 is a so-called rear surface in which the informa-
tion processing is advanced in a user invisible state. One
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application is executable in the foreground operation 6a, and
plural applications are executable in the background opera-
tion 6. The control unit 6 enters an operation input of the
application which is executed in the foreground operation 6a
from the user by the operation unit 11, displays an image by
the application on the display unit 9, or outputs a voice from
the voice output unit 13.

The vehicle equipment 3 includes a control unit 14 (corre-
sponding to the control device), a BT communication unit 15
(corresponding to the establishment request transmission
device, the identification information receiving device, and
the reproduction request transmission device), a storage unit
16, a display unit 17, an operation unit 18, a voice input unit
19, a voice output unit 20, a signal input unit 21, and a vehicle
LAN communication unit 22. The control unit 14 includes a
known microcomputer havinga CPU, aRAM, aROM, and an
1/0 bus. The control unit 14 executes a computer program
stored in the ROM or the like to control the overall operation
of the vehicle equipment 3 such as data communication pro-
cessing or data management processing.

The BT communication unit 15 can connect a BT commu-
nication line as a short-range wireless communication line to
the BT communication unit 8 of the mobile communication
terminal 2, and conducts a BT communication in a connection
state of the BT communication line. The BT communication
unit 15 is configured to enable simultaneous connection of
plural profiles defined by the communication standard of the
BT, as in the BT communication unit 8 of the mobile com-
munication terminal 2.

The storage unit 16 has a storage area that stores various
pieces of data therein as in the storage unit 9 of the mobile
communication terminal 2.

The display unit 17 is configured by, for example, a liquid
crystal display or an organic EL display, and displays various
information on the basis of a display instruction signal input
from the control unit 14. The operation unit 18 includes a
so-called touch panel which is touch switches formed on a
display screen of the display unit 17, and various operation
keys including switches mechanically disposed around or in
the vicinity of the display unit 17. The operation unit 18
outputs an operation detection signal to the control unit 14 in
response to user’s operation of the operation keys. The con-
trol unit 14 analyzes the operation detection signal input from
the operation unit 18 to identify operation content of the user.
Also, the control unit 14 notifies the mobile communication
terminal 2 of the identified operation content by the BT com-
munication in a state where the BT communication is enabled
between the BT communication unit 15 and the BT commu-
nication unit 8 of the mobile communication terminal 2
described above.

The voice input unit 19 inputs the voice generated by the
user as a transmitted voice when the mobile communication
terminal 2 and the vehicle equipment 3 are in the hands-free
calling state. The transmitted voice is transferred from the BT
communication unit 15 to the BT communication unit 8 of the
mobile communication terminal 2, and transmitted from the
telephone communication unit 7 to the call partner through
the communication network. When the mobile communica-
tion terminal 2 and the vehicle equipment 3 are in the hands-
free calling state, the voice output unit 20 outputs the voice
received by the telephone communication unit 7 from the call
partner through the communication network, and transferred
to the BT communication unit 15 from the BT communica-
tion unit 8 of the mobile communication terminal 2 as a
received voice.

The signal input unit 21 is connected to an ACC (acces-
sory) switch (not shown) mounted in the vehicle, and outputs
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6

an ACC signal to the control unit 14 upon receiving the ACC
signal from the ACC switch. The control unit 14 controls
on/off operation of a power supply circuit (not shown) on the
basis of on/off states of the ACC signal input from the signal
input unit 21. That is, the control unit 14 turns on the power
supply circuit to start the vehicle equipment 3 at timing when
the ACC signal changes from offto on, and turns oft the power
supply circuit to stop the vehicle equipment 3 at timing when
the ACC signal changes from on to off.

The vehicle LAN communication unit 22 is connected to a
vehicle LAN 23 mounted in the vehicle, and conducts a data
communication with various ECUs (electronic control units)
24 or various sensors 25 mounted in the vehicle over a vehicle
LAN 23.

Subsequently, the operation of the above configuration will
be described with reference to FIGS. 2 to 4.

Inthe vehicle equipment 3, the control unit 14 connects the
BT communication line between the BT communication unit
8 and the BT communication unit 15, and establishes the HFP,
the A2DP, the AVRCP, the SPP, and the SDP. In a state where
the application of the Internet radio is executed in the fore-
ground operation 6a, when the user conducts, for example,
the reproduction operation of the Internet radio by the opera-
tion unit 18, the control unit 14 transmits a reproduction
request (reproduction command) from the BT communica-
tion unit 15 to the BT communication unit 8 according to the
SPP.

In the mobile communication terminal 2, when the repro-
duction request is received by the BT communication unit 8,
the control unit 6 reproduces the voice data of the Internet
radio received by the telephone communication unit 7 from
the server 4, and transmits the reproduced voice data to the BT
communication unit 15 from the BT communication unit 8
according to the A2DP.

In the vehicle equipment 3, when the voice data is received
by the BT communication unit 8, the control unit 14 outputs
the received voice data from the voice output unit 20. That is,
when the user conducts, for example, the reproduction opera-
tion of the Internet radio by the operation unit 18, the user can
output the voice data of the Internet radio from the voice
output unit 20, and can listen to the voice data of the Internet
radio.

In this example, in the mobile communication terminal 2,
when the telephone communication unit 7 detects the incom-
ing telephone call from the communication network in the
middle of transmitting the voice data of the Internet radio
from the BT communication unit 8 to the BT communication
unit 15 according to the A2DP (Step T1), the control unit 6
changes the application of the Internet radio executed in the
foreground operation 6a up to then to the background opera-
tion 6b, and starts the application of the incoming telephone
call notification to execute the application in the foreground
operation 6a. Then, the control unit 6 changes the application
of the Internet radio to the background operation 65 to dis-
connect the SPP (corresponding to the given protocol) used in
the application of the Internet radio. The disconnection of the
SPP by the control unit 6 as described above is caused by the
restriction of the BT communication unit 15 in the vehicle
equipment 3 such that the SPP is established only in the
application running in the foreground operation 6a. Then, the
controlunit 6 disconnects the SPP, and also stops the output of
the voice data from the voice output unit 20. That is, since the
voice data of the Internet radio is not output from the voice
output unit 20, the user cannot listen to the voice data of the
Internet radio. On the other hand, the user conducts a response
operation to the incoming telephone call by the operation unit
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18, as a result of which the user can respond to the incoming
telephone call, and can conduct the hands-free calling.

In the vehicle equipment 3, after the user conducts, for
example, the response operation to the incoming telephone
call through the operation unit 18 to respond to the incoming
telephone call, the control unit 14 detects the termination of
the hands-free calling by conducting the call end operation of
the hands-free calling through the operation unit 18 (Step S1).
Then, the control unit 14 transmits an SDP inquiry from the
BT communication unit 15 to the BT communication unit 8
according to the SDP since a condition that the application of
the Internet radio changed to the background operation
returns to the foreground operation 6a in the mobile commu-
nication terminal 2 is likely to be satisfied. That is, the control
unit 14 merely detects the termination of the hands-free call-
ing, and there is really no technique of determining whether
the application of the Internet radio returns to the foreground
operation 64, or not. Also, there is no technique of determin-
ing which application returns to the foreground operation 6a
when the plural applications including the application of the
Internet radio are executed in the background operation 64.
Under the circumstances, the control unit 14 transmits the
SDP inquiry from the BT communication unit 15 to the BT
communication unit 8 according to the SDP. This example
shows a case in which the termination of the hands-free
calling is detected. However, since the user may not conduct
the response operation to the incoming telephone call, the
control unit 14 similarly transmits the SDP inquiry from the
BT communication unit 15 to the BT communication unit 8
according to the SDP in a case where the control unit 14
detects that the user conducts response refusal operation to
the incoming telephone call, or in a case where the control
unit 14 detects that the call is terminated without conducting
the response operation or the response refusal operation to the
incoming telephone call by the user.

In the mobile communication terminal 2, when the SDP
inquiry is received by the BT communication unit 8, the
control unit 6 transmits an SDP response that can identify a
UUID (universally unique identifier) from the BT communi-
cation unit 8 to the BT communication unit 15 according to
the SDP. The UUID represents information that can identify
the application executed by the mobile communication ter-
minal 2 in the foreground operation 6a. That is, if the appli-
cation of the Internet radio changed to the background opera-
tion rapidly returns to the foreground operation 6a after the
termination of the hands-free calling, at the time when the
SDP inquiry is received in the BT communication unit 8, the
control unit 6 transmits the UUID that can identify the appli-
cation of the Internet radio from the BT communication unit
8 to the BT communication unit 15. On the other hand, unless
the application of the Internet radio changed to the back-
ground operation returns to the foreground operation 6a after
the termination of the hands-free calling, the control unit 6
does not transmit the UUID that can identify the application
of'the Internet radio from the BT communication unit 8 to the
BT communication unit 15. That is, the control unit 6 does not
transmit the UUID that can identify the application from the
BT communication unit 8 to the BT communication unit 15 if
it takes some time to actually return to the foreground opera-
tion even if the condition for returning to the foreground
operation is satisfied, for example, due to the specification of
the mobile communication terminal 2 or a relationship (ad-
justment) with another application.

In the vehicle equipment 3, when the SDP response is
received by the BT communication unit 15, the control unit 14
determines which application the mobile communication ter-
minal 2 executes in the foreground operation 6a according to
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the UUID identified by the received SDP response. In this
example, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the application of the Inter-
net radio rapidly returns to the foreground operation 6a after
the termination of the hands-free calling. Ifthe control unit 14
determines that the application of the Internet radio returns to
the foreground operation 6a according to the UUID identified
by the SDP response, the control unit 14 determines that the
disconnected SPP can be established (Step S2), and transmits
an SPP establishment request from the BT communication
unit 15 to the BT communication unit 8 according to the SPP.

In the mobile communication terminal 2, when the SPP
establishment request is received by the BT communication
unit 8, the control unit 6 establishes the SPP between the BT
communication unit 8 and the BT communication unit 15,
and returns an establishment state of the profile to a state
before the telephone communication unit 7 receives the
incoming telephone call from the communication network.
That is, after that, the user conducts, for example, the repro-
duction operation of the Internet radio by the operation unit
18 in the same manner as that before the telephone commu-
nication unit 7 receives the incoming telephone call from the
communication network, to transmit the reproduction request
to the BT communication unit 8 from the BT communication
unit 15 according to the SPP. As a result, the user can output
the voice data of the Internet radio from the voice output unit
20, and can listen to the voice data of the Internet radio. Even
if the user does not conduct the reproduction operation of the
Internet radio by the operation unit 18 after the SPP is estab-
lished between the BT communication unit 8 and the BT
communication unit 15, the control unit 6 may transmit the
reproduction request from the BT communication unit 15 to
the BT communication unit 8 according to the SPP (output of
the voice data of the Internet radio may automatically return
to the original).

On the other hand, in the vehicle equipment 3, as illustrated
in FIG. 3, if the control unit 14 determines that the application
of the Internet radio does not return to the foreground opera-
tion 6a according to the UUID identified by the SDP
response, the control unit 14 determines that the disconnected
SPP cannot be established (Step S2), and does not transmit
the SPP establishment request from the BT communication
unit 15 to the BT communication unit 8 according to the SPP.
In this situation, if the control unit 14 thus determines that the
disconnected SPP cannot be established, the control unit 14
thereafter again transmits the SDP inquiry from the BT com-
municationunit 15 to the BT communication unit 8 according
to the SDP.

Specifically, the control unit 14 periodically repeats the
operation of transmitting the SDP inquiry (repetitively
acquires the operating status of the application) at second
given time (for example, 5 seconds) intervals until the control
unit 14 determines that the application of the Internet radio
returns to the foreground operation 6a, or until the control
unit 14 determines that a first given time (for example, 30
seconds) elapses from a time point when the control unit 14
determines that the disconnected SPP cannot be established.
In addition, if the control unit 14 determines that the applica-
tion of the Internet radio returns to the foreground operation
6a before the first given time elapses from the time point of a
first determination that the disconnected SPP cannot be estab-
lished, the control unit 14 determines that the disconnected
SPP can be established (Step S3), and transmits the SPP
establishment request from the BT communication unit 15 to
the BT communication unit 8 according to the SPP.

Even in this case, in the mobile communication terminal 2,
when the SPP establishment request is received by the BT
communication unit 8, the control unit 6 establishes the SPP
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between the BT communication unit 8 and the BT commu-
nication unit 15, and returns an establishment state of the
profile to a state before the telephone communication unit 7
receives the incoming telephone call from the communication
network. That is, the user conducts, for example, the repro-
duction operation of the Internet radio by the operation unit
18 in the same manner as that before the telephone commu-
nication unit 7 receives the incoming telephone call from the
communication network, to transmit the reproduction request
to the BT communication unit 8 from the BT communication
unit 15 according to the SPP. As a result, the user can output
the voice data of the Internet radio from the voice output unit
20, and can listen to the voice data of the Internet radio.

In short, if the control unit 14 does not conduct the opera-
tion of again transmitting the SDP inquiry as illustrated in
FIG. 4 after the control unit 14 determines that the discon-
nected SPP cannot be established, the control unit 14 there-
after has no chance of establishing the disconnected SPP
because even if the application of the Internet radio returns to
the foreground operation 64, there is no chance of determin-
ing this fact. On the contrary, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the
control unit 14 repetitively conducts the operation of again
transmitting the SDP inquiry to obtain the chance of deter-
mining that the application of the Internet radio returns to the
foreground operation 6a. As a result, the control unit 14
determines that the application of the Internet radio returns to
the foreground operation 64 to obtain the chance of establish-
ing the disconnected SPP.

The above description has been given of a case in which, in
the mobile communication terminal 2, the application of the
Internet radio changes to the background operation 64 to
disconnect only the SPP. However, when not only the SPP but
also the A2DP are disconnected, if it is determined that the
application of the Internet radio returns to the foreground
operation 6a in the vehicle equipment 3, the SPP and the
A2DP which have been disconnected are established.

As has been described above, according to this embodi-
ment, in the vehicle equipment 3, the termination of the
hands-free calling is detected after the mobile communica-
tion terminal 2 receives the incoming telephone call to change
the application of the Internet radio running in the foreground
operation 6a to the background operation 64 in the mobile
communication terminal 2. Ifit is determined that the condi-
tion that the application returns to the foreground operation
6a is satisfied, but it is determined that the application does
not return to the foreground operation 6a, the UUID is repeti-
tively acquired from the mobile communication terminal 2.

With the above configuration, the change of determining
that the application of the Internet radio returns to the fore-
ground operation 6a can increase. If it is determined that the
application of the Internet radio returns to the foreground
operation 6a, the SPP establishment request can be transmit-
ted to the mobile communication terminal 2. If the discon-
nected SPP is again established, the application of the Internet
radio can appropriately resume.

Also, when an upper limit is set for a period during which
the SDP inquiry is repetitively transmitted, if the application
of the Internet radio remains in the background operation 65
(does not return to the foreground operation 6a), for example,
due to the specification of the mobile communication termi-
nal 2, or a fact that another application changes to the fore-
ground operation 6a, the transmission of the SDP inquiry can
be avoided from being unnecessarily continued.

This disclosure is not limited to only the above embodi-
ments, but can be modified or expanded as follows.

The opportunity that the cooperative application running in
the foreground operation 6a changes to the background
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operation 65 is not limited to when the telephone communi-
cation unit 7 receives the incoming telephone calling from the
communication network, but may be, for example, when the
telephone communication unit 7 receives the incoming data
from the communication network. For example, with the
opportunity that the telephone communication unit 7 receives
the incoming electronic mail from the communication net-
work, the termination of browse or creation of an electronic
mail is detected to conduct the same processing in Step S1.

The cooperative application conducted by the mobile com-
munication terminal 2 in cooperation with the vehicle equip-
ment 3 is not limited to the application that transfers the voice
data of the Internet radio received from the server 4 by the
telephone communication unit 7 to the vehicle equipment 3,
but may be an application that transfers the voice data regis-
tered in the mobile communication terminal 2 to the vehicle
equipment 3. Also the cooperative application may be appli-
cations for transferring texts such as news, still images such as
photographs, or moving images such as movies which are
distributed from the server 4 to the vehicle equipment 3.

The operation of again transmitting the SDP is not always
conducted with the first given time as the upper limit, but may
be conducted with a given number of times as the upper limit.

The mobile communication terminal 2 corresponds to the
communication partner terminal, the vehicle equipment 3
corresponds to the short-range wireless communication
device, the control unit 14 corresponds to the control device,
and the BT communication unit 15 corresponds to the estab-
lishment request transmission device, the identification infor-
mation receiving device, and the reproduction request trans-
mission device.

While the present disclosure has been described with ref-
erence to embodiments thereof, it is to be understood that the
disclosure is not limited to the embodiments and construc-
tions. The present disclosure is intended to cover various
modification and equivalent arrangements. In addition, while
the various combinations and configurations, other combina-
tions and configurations, including more, less or only a single
element, are also within the spirit and scope of the present
disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A short-range wireless communication device utilized
together with a communication partner terminal that executes
a cooperative application for providing a service in coopera-
tion with the short-range wireless communication device
while switching between a foreground operation and a back-
ground operation in a state where a predetermined protocol is
established between the communication partner terminal and
the short-range wireless communication device, and discon-
nects a predetermined established protocol by changing the
cooperative application running in the foreground operation
to the background operation, the short-range wireless com-
munication device comprising:

a control device that

determines whether a condition having a possibility of
returning the cooperative application changed to the
background operation to the foreground operation in
the communication partner terminal is satisfied,

determines whether the cooperative application returns
to the foreground operation according to an operating
status of an application in the communication partner
terminal when the control device determines that the
condition is satisfied, the operating status being
acquired from the communication partner terminal,
and

transmits a request for establishment of the predeter-
mined protocol to the communication partner termi-
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nal through an establishment request transmission
device when the control device determines that the
cooperative application returns to the foreground
operation,
wherein, when the control device determines that the coop-
erative application does not return to the foreground
operation, the control device repeatedly acquires the
operating status from the communication partner termi-
nal.
2. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 1,
wherein the control device repeatedly acquires the operat-
ing status of the application from the communication
partner terminal within a predetermined time or a pre-
determined number of times as an upper limit.
3. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 1 further comprising:
an identification information receiving device that receives
identification information for identifying the application
running in the foreground operation in the communica-
tion partner terminal,
wherein the control device determines that the cooperative
application returns to the foreground operation when the
identification information received from the communi-
cation partner terminal by the identification information
receiving device is identification information for identi-
fying the cooperative application.
4. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 1,
wherein the short-range wireless communication device
transfers data including any one of a voice, a text and an
image to the communication partner terminal as the
cooperative application.
5. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 1,
wherein the short-range wireless communication device
transfers data including a voice to the communication
partner terminal as the cooperative application, and
wherein the control device transmits the request for estab-
lishment of the predetermined protocol through the
establishment request transmission device to the com-
munication partner terminal, and transmits a reproduc-
tion request for instructing the communication partner
terminal to reproduce the data including the voice from
a reproduction request transmission device to the com-
munication partner terminal after transmitting the estab-
lishment request of the predetermined protocol through
the establishment request transmission device to the
communication partner terminal to establish the prede-
termined protocol.

10

20

30

40

45

12

6. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 1,
wherein the communication partner terminal changes the
cooperative application running in the foreground
operation to the background operation at a trigger that a
request for starting another application is made while the
cooperative application is running in the foreground
operation.
7. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 6,
wherein the control device determines that the condition is
satisfied when the control device determines a possibil-
ity that the another application is finished.

8. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 7,

wherein the communication partner terminal changes the
cooperative application running in the foreground
operation to the background operation at a trigger that a
request for starting an application related to an incoming
call from a communication network as the another appli-
cation is made.

9. The short-range wireless communication device accord-
ing to claim 8,

wherein the control device determines a possibility that the
application related to the incoming call from the com-
munication network is finished when the control device
determines that a call related to the incoming call from
the communication network is finished, determines that
avoice call or a data communication, which responds to
the incoming call from the communication network, is
finished, or determines that a response to the incoming
call from the communication network is refused.

10. The short-range wireless communication device
according to claim 8,

wherein the control device transmits the request for estab-
lishment of the predetermined protocol to the commu-
nication partner terminal through the establishment
request transmission device when the control device
determines a possibility that the application related to
the incoming call from the communication network is
finished, and determines that the condition is satisfied.

11. The short-range wireless communication device
according to claim 1,
wherein a data communication profile defined by a com-
munication standard of Bluetooth is utilized as the pre-
determined protocol.
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